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opening prayer
Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing you have made and forgive the sins of all who are
penitent: Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins and
acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of you, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and
forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

hymn: dOXOIOgy Please stand for the Doxology.

Praise God from whom all blessings flow / Praise Him all creatures here below / Praise Him
above ye heavenly hosts / Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Listen to the words while also listening to the Holy Spirit.

dwe"ing Scripture: isaiah 58:1 —1 2 How do you hear this passage speaking to your life?

Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my people their rebel-
lion, to the house of Jacob their sins. Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know my ways,
as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance of their
God; they ask of me righteous judgments, they delight to draw near to God.

“Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” Look, you
serve your own interest on your fast day, and oppress all your workers. Look, you fast only to quarrel
and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today will not make your voice
heard on high. Is such the fast that | choose, a day to humble oneself? Is it to bow down the head
like a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the
Lord? Is not this the fast that | choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the
yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the
hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover them, and
not to hide yourself from your own kin?

Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your vin-
dicator shall go before you, the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard. Then you shall call, and
the Lord will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here | am. If you remove the yoke from
among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, if you offer your food to the hungry
and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be
like the noonday. The Lord will guide you continually, and satisfy your needs in parched places,
and make your bones strong; and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose
waters never fail. Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many gen-
erations; you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in.

reflection and thoughts



litany of confession

We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against You
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have not loved our neigh-
bors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others, as we have been forgiven.

Have mercy on us, Lord.

We have been deaf to your call to serve, as Christ served us. We have not been true to the mind of
Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit.

Have mercy on us, Lord.

We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness: the pride, hypocrisy, and impatience of our lives,
We confess to you, Lord.

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people,

We confess to you, Lord.

Our anger at our own frustration, and our envy of those more fortunate than ourselves,

We confess to you, Lord.

Our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts, and our dishonesty in daily life and work,
We confess to you, Lord.

Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to commend the faith that is in us,

We confess to you, Lord.

Accept our repentance, Lord, for the wrongs we have done: for our blindness to human need and suf-
fering, and our indifference to injustice and cruelty,

Accept our repentance, Lord.

For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and for our prejudice and
contempt toward those who differ from us,

Accept our repentance, Lord.
For our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who come after us,
Accept our repentance, Lord.
Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us;
Favorably hear us, for your mercy is great.
Accomplish in us the work of your salvation,
That we may show forth your glory in the world.
By the cross and passion of your Son our Lord,

Bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection.



imposition of ashes

Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth: Grant that these ashes may be to us
a sign of our mortality and penitence, that we may remember that it is only by your gracious gift that
we are given everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

Those who wish to receive ashes as a sign of their mortality and penitence may come forward. The
ashes are imposed with the following words:

“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” Genesis 3:19

declaration of forgiveness

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins.
As a minister of the gospel, and by his promise and authority, | therefore declare to you the entire
forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

dismissal and sending

Grant, O Lord, that what has been said with our lips we may believe in our hearts, and that what we
believe in our hearts we may practice in our lives, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

You have begun the steps toward the cross. Now step out into the world, offering hope and healing
love to all. Go in peace. Amen.






